W.S.O. Delegate’s Report

53rd Annual World Service Business Conference

Embassy Suites Albuquerque Hotel and Spa

Albuquerque, New Mexico

April 28 to May 3, 2014

Hi, my name is Eva M. and I am a compulsive overeater anorexic bulimic and your W.S.O. delegate for 2014 Central Ontario Intergroup.   I was honoured and pleased to represent Central Ontario Intergroup at the World Service Business Conference held in New Mexico from April 28th to May 3, 2014.  

The World Service Business Conference is the annual meeting of the World Service delegates and trustees held to conduct the business of Overeaters Anonymous.  The OA fellowship is now comprised of ten regions and delegates attending the Conference represent each of the ten regions.

Although the Conference starts on the 28th of April, 2014, the actual business meetings do not begin until 8:30 a.m., Thursday, May 1st.  There are five business sessions the first being on the Thursday, May 1st and the final one held on Saturday, May 3rd, 2014.

I flew into Albuquerque on Tuesday morning.  The first order of business for me as a “green dot” (read first-timer) was to attend the “All About Conference” session held Tuesday evening.  This workshop was led by Bob F. (Toronto) and Karin H. (Region 6 Trustee).  The workshop was a discussion of parliamentary procedure and protocol for the entire business Conference.  OA business held at World Service Business Conference is run by parliamentary procedure which ensures that business is being conducted fairly and efficiently.

Wednesday, April 30, 2014

Committee Meetings:

The following committees meet during the World Service Business Conference


-By-laws


-Conference Approved Literature


-Finance


-Professional Outreach


-Public Information


-Region Chairs


-Twelfth-Step within


-Unity with Diversity


-Web/Technology


-Youth in OA

I participated in the Public Information Committee Meeting held Wednesday afternoon.  The Statement of Purpose for this committee is as follows:

1) To encourage and assist intergroups and regions in making the public aware of Overeaters Anonymous through print and broadcast media, participating in community events and any other public means available, being always mindful of the need to observe the Traditions of Overeaters Anonymous;

2) To provide intergroups and regions with ideas and materials for their local efforts.

3) To address concerns within the Fellowship related to anonymity and misinformation about OA on a public level using the Public Information Manual and PSA tapes when appropriate.

4) To encourage the purchase and use of the Public Information Manual and PSA tapes by regions and intergroups.

During our meeting we split into two sub-committees.  The first committee dealt with the issues raised during the Public Information Committee meeting held during the last business conference.  Specifically, these items were as follows:

1. Mentor/Mentee Program:  To develop a procedure and forms so that service bodies needing help to do public information could be paired with service bodies who could help.

2. Encourage PI Manual Use by Regions and  Intergroups:  Create and distribute a poster.

3. Promote Use of PI Posters.

The mentor/mentee program has met at this time with limited success with only one intergroup wishing to become a mentee.  It is not clear whether intergroups are fully aware of this program.

The creation and distribution of the PI poster was done and is available to intergroups.

The second sub-committee discussed the development of a network database of intergroup contact  information.

I attended the first committee and after much discussion on the topics indicated above, we decided to have a second meeting in late June to do a followup on this committee’s mandate.

Business Meetings

Thursday, May 1, 2014

Session 1

The first of the business meetings began with the welcome/introduction, adoption of credentials Report, Adoption of Standing Rules, Adoption of the Agenda, Delegates’ Briefing, Procedures for Motion and Floor Debate and finally reading of the Officers’ reports.

Session 2

The following matters were presented during Session 2 of the Business Meetings:

Region and Committee Reports, Region/VST/GST Nominees’ Speeches and Q & A, New Business (time permitting).

Friday, May 2, 2014

Session 3

The following matters were presented during Session 3 of the Business Meetings:

Region/VST/GST Elections, New Business (time permitting) and the discussion of by-law amendments.

Sessions 4 and 5

The numerous motions that were provided to the delegates prior to the commencement of the Business Conference were voted on during this session.  There were also many by-law amendments presented for voting.  The first order of business was the request for  Conference approval for new items presented to Conference of OA literature.   The following are the literature items that were presented on the agenda for voting:

1. Unity with Diversity Checklist – passed;

2. Overeaters Anonymous – Third Edition – passed;

3. The Promises of The Twelve Steps and Traditions of Overeaters Anonymous – failed.

The remainder of the motions including by-law amendments are set out in detail on the WSBC website at the link:

http://www.oa.org/pdfs/WSBC_Wrap_Report14.pdf
All of the business items listed on the agenda were discussed and voted on.

A very successful business Conference.

Celebration of Rozanne’s Legacy

Thursday evening a tribute was held to the founder of the OA fellowship, Rozanne.  During this celebration her family was in attendance and footage was played of interviews with her.   She discussed her desire to see OA become a worldwide fellowship offering hope to the suffering compulsive eater.  On a personal note I can say with much gratitude “Thank you Rozanne for your courage and vision.  It saved my life.”  I am happy to say after attending the World Service Business Conference that with 197 voting delegates in attendance from every part of the globe, her wish came true.

Yours in gratitude and service,

Eva M.

